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| By H. Cn15e, Miniſterto the State. 


ROMANS 9. 10,11, 12. 
| And wot only this , but when Rebecca alſo had conceived by one, | 
even by our Father Iſaac , ( For the children being not yet 
born , neither having done any good or evill , that the purpoſe 
of God according to Eleftion might ſtand , not of works , but 
of him that calleth ) it Was ſaid unto her , The elder ſhall 
ſerve the younger, 
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To the Congregations of Mr Fobn 

Goodwin and Mr Lamb. 

Chriftian Friends, | | 
T is a pernicious age that we live in, for 
(ome, to my knowledg, do count it well- 
pleaſing to God, that they do whatſoever 
themſelves will: Nay, they arc not aſhamed 
to declare, that they can do nothing but what 
God doth lead them out to: and from thence 
they conclude,thatthereis noſin.Truly friends, 
for that there is ſuch a ſpirit of error crept into 
the world atthis day, it might have bin uſeful 
for me to have preſented you with a diſcovery 
of the crookednels, &c. perverfity of that way 
of Satan. Yea, thus I would have done, had TI 
not eſpied a dark Doctrine frequently held 
forth to this Nation, by the black Tribe; 
touching Election and Reprobation. 

It is reputed to be a woeto the Land» when 
the King therein is a Child : and itcan itbea 
leſs, when the Teachers are blinde. 

Tdefire not toboaſt my ſelf above a meaſure: 
I am not yet come to the compleat perfefion 
of knowledg, to know as I am known with 
the Lord: but I wait for it, aſſuring my ſelfthat 
that time ſhall come. And forthe preſent, it 

A 2 behoveth 


[£4] | 
| behoveth meto be labouring in the ſervice of 
my Lord, according to that talent and preſent 
ability, which I have attained unto in a mea- 
{ure of the gift of the underſtanding of God, 
and. his Chriſt : in whom he hath abounded 
towards all men, in much freeneſs of will, to 
fave them from wrath to come. 
 Ohtake it not ill, that I bavenot faid as the 
black Tribe generally do: as that God hath 
from everlaſting willed and intended to fave 
butſome of all men. A Doctrine itis, which 
faich unto God ,chou lyeſt.For wheras the righ- 
treous Lord ſaith, As | live,I defire not thedeath 
_ ofthe wicked: this black Doftrine anſwererh, 
laying, Thou Lord doſt will and intend bur 
to.ſave ſome of all men. Oh what is this but a 
plain giving of God the lye! Ohthat the Hu- 
mane Learned., oppoſites ro Gods univerſal 
grace;,would atlaſt chrow afidetheir too much 
rruſting and depending upon a bare name of 
wiſdom and infallibility; ſeeing that they are 
without the Eſſenceit ſelf. And then I ſhould 
no longer think that there is more hope of 
Foolsthen of them. Friends, remain your im- 


portunate Companion, to follow on to know: 
the. Lord and his Chriſt more abundantly. 


Henry (r tſpe. | 
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The Unfolding of the 
M 01. R bs 
CALLED, 


Election and Reprobation: 


RoMANS 9.10, 11, 12: 
eAnd not onely thu, but when Rebecca al had conceived by one, 
even by our father Iſaac (for the children being not yet born, 
weither done any good or evil, that the purpoſe of God accord- 
ing to Eleftion might ſtand, not of Works, but of him that 


calleth, ) it was ſaid unto her , The elder ſhall ſerve the 
Jounger, 
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CraePe, I. 
Here you have the firſt part of the Myftery explained, touching 
the elder and the younger, what they are. 
£1 Myſtery which men then did know and underſtand 
FAT This laſt is to be underſtood as ſpoken by way of 
alluſion to what it was unto them in former time. 


RT was the method of the Apoliles of Jeſus Chriſt, 


SISHDSOOOISBODOSH 


&K ſometime to call that a Myſtery which was then hid 
YO from mens underſtandings ; and alſo to call that a + 


A'3 Now . 


| [6] 
Now the cauſe why I term E/e&ion and Reprobation a Myſtery, 


is for that T have found moſt men unacquainted with it. For al- 


Jacob and 
Eſau , were 


Types. 


1 Cor. 15.47» 


though there be many Rabbies amongſt mankinde, who would 
be and are called orthodox Divines , yet notwithſtanding theſe 
men (for the maſt part of them) are ignorantand unacquainted 
with the true ſtate of Ele&ion and Reprobatioh. And being ig- 
norant thereof, thence is it that they have, in ſtead of a Goſpel, 
preached to their Brethren Fire and Sword, Indignation and 
Wrath: inſomuch that the wound, which they ſhould have heal- 
ed, have been made more grievous then before. 

| Ivonot ſptak this with any intent to caſt an Odinm upon the 
face of Humane Learning ; Nevertheleſs I wiſh that it might 
reprove them for not being aſhamed to appropriate to themſelyes 
a title of infallibility in the underſtanding. of Myſteries , - and 
words of Truth ; when as(God knows) they do as much come 
ſhort as other men. But to let theſe things paſs, 

I will now draw nigh to my purpoſe ; and that is (according 
to the meaſure of underſtanding) to ſer forth my opinion of E- 
IeRtion and Reprobation. And therefore, 

Firſt of all, That which I ſhall here lay down to the view of 
men is two things. | 

I. That the younger, ſpoken of by the Apoſtle Pax! in Rom. 
9. 12. isthe man Chriſt Jeſus. ne 

2. That the Elder is Adam and part of his ſeed. 


. Now, as touching theſe things, give me leave to chooſe ſuch 
a method as is moſt expedient to ſhew how the man Chriſt Jeſus 
is or was the Younger ; and allo how Aaam and part of his ſeed 
were the Elder. To begin ; | 

- Adam he was the firlt, and therefore he was the Elder: Chriſt 
he was the ſecond, and therefore he was the Younger. And to 
this agreeth the words of the Apoltle, who ſaid, The firſt man 
# of the carth, earthly : The ſecond man u the Lord from hea- 
vex, Again, There be two things tobe conſidered of Adam as 
be was the firſt man, and ſo the Elder. For ler me tell you, 4- 
dam he was not onely the firſt or Elder man, in reſet to: his 
being : but likewiſe he was the firſt under Dearth ; And in this 
he hid the Elderſhip alſo : Into Death alſo Chriſt as Younger af- 

ter 


ter him followed, that ſo he might lead captivity captive. And 
therefor, 

I might propound a third way in which it would appear that 
Adam had the Elderfhip, and 'not Chriſt, Now that which I 
ould fay of him, in this particular, ſhall be to ell you, that 4- 
dam he was the firſt publick man, and Chriſt he was the ſe- 
cond. | | 

That Chriſt was the ſecond publick man, it is a thing very evi- 
dent : for Ckriſts becoming a publick man, was ſo, when he un-, 
dertook (by his Death for all) to recover all men out from under 
Death, into the which Adan (the firlt pablick man ) lead vs by 
his offence. To this agreeth the ſaying of the Apoſtle, who ſaid, 


As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all men to condem- gg 5,18, 


zation : even ſo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came 
#pon all men, unto 7uſtificatian of Life. IT might be more large 
in this particular , but Ye forbear ſo to do ; becauſe herein I 
amlimited to Adam ; and none el(e beſides him is there that can 
be ſaid to have the Elderſhip in this way. 

- Now (as Ifaid before).there betwo things to be confidered 
of Adam as he was the. firit man, and there-through the El- 


der: *: 
Th + IL ewes Chriſts' Elder in the order of being. - 
Y. Fn he was Chriſts Elder in the confines and power of 
Death. 
As toniching the firſt of theſe two, give me leave to ſay that 
there were a great part of Adams ſeed, which were Chriits El- 
der in the order of Being, as wellas Adam was for his particular. 
For if we look unto Adam who was the root of mankinde, 
then ſhall we perceive that not onely the root was in being 
before Chriſt : bur likewiſe a great part of men that ſprang up 
ont of the root Adam, they appeared in Bzing before Chriſt. | 
Yea I may be bold to ſay, that the Scriptures of truth they do a- 
bundantly witneſs forth the certainty of my aſſertion ; even from 
che beginning of Moſes to.the end of Malachi. And when 
Matthew (the Evangeliſt) was about to write a New Teſtament, 
thetzhe (according to computation) did ſheyw that there were 
no leſs then fourty rwo generations of Abrams ſeed , before 
ſuch time as Chriſt did come forth into Being, 


From. 


Epel, 1. 2. 14 


Pſal. 89. +8, 


. From hence I do conjecture, T hat ſeeing there were no leſs then 


fourty two generations of e Abrams ſeed before Chriſts coming, 
- then wasthere as many. (if not more) generations amongſt the 


reſt of Adems ſeed, which were not of that diſtin& and prime 


ſeleRed ſeed of Abram. Nevertheleſs Abrams ſeed were A- 


dams ſeed originally, but for ſome ſpecial end God was pleaſed 
for to manifeſt himſelf to and with the ſeed of. Abram more 
fully then he did to any of the reſtof men ; inſomuch that there 
was ( there-through ) a partition or difference made between 
them and the reſt of men : and the Apoſtle he hath called it a par- 
tition wall, But I will not treat upon this now , onely this I (hal 
fay of it : Namely, That Gods faſtening upon the ſeed of Abram 
with a prime ſcle&tion, and his manifeſting of himſelf to and 
with them more then he did to any of the ceſ of the ſeed of A- 
dam, it was a thing figurative. © TT 
Now to refle& back, tellme: Are not the words of Scrip- 
ture words of Trath ? if they be (as I doubtnot bur they are) 
then have ground enough to anchor that for a Truth which I have 
ſaid : Namely, That not onely e-Ldam in particular was in Being 
before Chriſt, but alſo a great part of his ſeed.., And therefore 3s 
Adam for his particular { in this reſpe&) had the Elderſhip and 
not Chriſt : .cven {o every one of Adams ſeed that were in being 
before him, they likewiſe had the Elderſhip ; For, Elderſhip is on 
them are firſt, and not on them, or him that is laſt — +. -, 
2. Adam (I ſay) was firſt under Death, -and- ſo. was a great 
part of his ſeed : And therefore in this alſo {dam and part of 
his ſeed had the Elderſhip, and not Chriſt. . | | 
Now that Adam, and part of his ſeed were under Death be- 
fore Chriſt, that alſo isas evident by the teſtimony of the Scrip- 
rures as the former : and therefore I pray hear what they witneſs 
to this purpoſe. Death reigned ( faith the i ava from Adam to 
Moſcs, even over them that had not ſinned accoraing to the ſimi- 
litude of Adams tranſprejſion. T may from hence affirm, That 
as Death reigned from Adam to Moſes, fo likewiſe it reigned 
from Moſes to Chriſt, And no doubt: but the Apoſtle would 
have faid fo too, had it been as expedient for him chen, as it 1g 
for me now. For is itnot ſaid in the Scripture of Truth , hat 
man i he that liveth and ſhall not ſee death ?: Can he deliver | his 


ſoul 


| [9] 
fawle from the havd of the grave ? Alſo, the Apoſtle Paul E- 
quiparatively fpake of che univerſality and perpetualiry of Deaths 
Reigne over all mankinde, ſaying, And as it is appointed wxto all 
men ance to die, and after that the judgement : ſo Chrift Was 
ance offered, to bear the ſins of many,: and fo forth. 

— Some man, 'ptradventure, would be very prompt to conje- 
Qure, that the Apoſtle ſurely thought that Death did not Reigne 
gyer men from. doſes to Ghrift, and. why : Becauſe he onely 
ſaid thus, and no otherwiſe : Death Reignzd from Adam to 
Moſes: But I doaſſure thee, oh man, wharſoever thou art ; 
thou haſt no cauſe to think that the Apoſtle had any ſuch thought . 
as this. For do-but minde well the Scripture in which he faid, 
Death reigned lagn Adam to Moſes, and thou then mayelt ſee, 
- thatit wasnot then-expedient for him to. ſpeak any further of 
Deaths reigne, then fromr Adam to: foſes : and'that becanſe of 
the Law (given in. 2ſ0#nt Sinai) about the which he was then 
treating. Shewing unto the Romans, that the end why the: Law 
Was: given, was, that the offence of the publicke man Adam 
(and; ſo, conſequently the particular contrariety of his Seed to 
God, might be-made to abound, Abound you will: ay, how a- 
+ bound : what abound in AR * I fay no ſach matter. For that a« 
bounding which (in ſimply had: by. the Laws entrance, was no- 
thing elſe but a more open and naked appearance that ſin had to 
them, by whom it was committed. 

Again, I wilſhewyou the abounding of fin by the Law, as 
thus. The Law, that had more ſpirituality in it, then had any of 
Gods common diſpenſation to men before : For when was it be- 
fore the Law ſaid to man, Thow ſhalt not luſt. ? But when the 
Law entered , then God manifeſtly faid to man, «T how ſhalt wot 
covet. So then, ſeeing thatthe Law had more ſpirituality in it, 
then had any of Gods formtr Diſpenſations, thence was it that 
ſin did abonqd by. the Law. For it was proper to this Law, to 
manifeſt to men, that Luſting after a Wogaan was ain. :. though 
he did not commit Adultery with her, in reſpe& of the external 

.aFX of. Adyltery. 
Now they, (as.I conceive) according to, the knowledge of . 
ſip which was; in them before, thought that Adultery was only: 
but cheexeernallagg of Adultery : _ ſo that they were not ſin» 
ners, 


Hebr.9,27,28. 


Rom 5. 13+ 


Rom, 5. 14+ 
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[1] 
ners, till fach time as they had attempted the externall a& it ſelf, 
But when the Law entered, thenfin abounded - for that being 
more ſpirituall , then .any- common Diſpenſation was before, 
it ſhewed to men that the internall motion of the heart, to luſt 
after a woman, was fin ; though the externall a& of the body 
were omitted. And thus by the Law they did ſee, that there 
were more fins (and likewiſe more ſinners) then thoſe which 
they knew of before. By this men now alſo may ſee, how ſin 
did abound by the Law. . © © on, 

Again, the Apoſtle (knowing how ſirf did abound by the law) 
he ſaid ; Si Was i the Worlg from Adam to Moſes, (meanin 
the internall motion of the-heart tolaſt, as aforeſaid : bur (ſaid 
he) Sin is not imputed when there is no Law. By this the Apo- 
le ſhewed, that there was no common Diſpenſation of God 
before the Law ſo far ſpirituall, as thr thereby the internall 
motion of the heart to luft afrer a woman, was charged upon 
them fora fin - ets | 

*And again, the Apoltle (by way of conjunRion with this ) 
laid down one entire propoſition, ſaying, Nevertheleſſe death 
reioned from Adam to Moſes, even over them that had nat (in- 
ne m—_— to ſimilitude of Adams trurſpreſſion. By this 
the -Apoſtle ſhewed, that althongh God did not before the Law, 
lay that ſin of luſt to-mans charge, which was ſo imputed at the 

time of the Laws comming forth ; yet notwithſtanding all thoſe 
men which were from Adam to Moſes, they did die; 'as being 
all ſinners in, and through Adams trangreſſion; who was the 
root of all mankinde. And: ſo they from Adam to Moſes, which 
ſprang up -out of the Root, did receive the wages of that ſin, 
which was committed in their Root , without: any reſpe& 
to finne committed in, and by them, as Branches divided'from 
the Root. Therefore (as I conceive) we are to judge this firſt 
Death to be the guſt wages of Adams offence, and not that itis 
the Wages of other offences that have been, and are committed 
by men,after that they come to have a diſtin& Being out of the 
Root. * And on the other fide, I'do judge that thoſe offences 
which men do commit after that they come to have a diſtin 
Reing opt of the Root, they be ſuchas do tend to the ingul- 
fing them in the ſecond Death, But as it” hath pleaſed God to 

| + 


= RICg 
ordain, that the Death of Chriſt for all men, ſhould put an end co 
the firſt Death, ( that reigned, and ſhall reigne over all men, alto- 
mpg through Adams offence) even ſo it hath delighted him 
or to Proclaime Chriſt [now riſen from Death) to be Propitia- 
tory for remitting of thoſe ſins, which (it not remitted) muſt be 
recompenced within a ſecond Death. 
.. Alſo, This ſhall ay moreover : That thoſe ſins which men do 
commit in the time of this mortall Bzing, they are remitable and 
(hall be remitted upon mans accepting of thoſe performable con- 
ditions, which God hath deſcribed to them in the Sun-ſhine of his 
Son. 'The conditions what they are, that I think moſt men know. 
And as they are performable. Conditions, ſo likewiſe men may 
already know them : for they have been manifeſted unto them. 


. . That which I would'now put to remembrance, isthe certain- 
| tyof Deaths reigne over all men, from Moſes to Chriſt, For is 
it not ſaid (and have we not ground enough to beleeve it true) 
that it's appointed unto men. (yea unto all men) once to Die, 
Who then, as the Prophet ſaid, is. he that liveth, and (hall not 
ſee Death 2 Can he deliver his ſoul from the hand of the Grave ? 
_ Surely, he is a very abſurd man, that rcfuſeth to give credence to 
this ; therefore I need not to ſay any more thereof. Neverthelefſe 
I will adde one word more, and that is to minde you once again, 
how that Adam, anda great part of his Seed, had the Elder- 
ſhip, in reſpe& of Death, and not Chriſt : for, as I (aid before, 
' heor they have the Elderfhip that are the firſt in any thing. 

' Now it cannot-be denied, but that Adm, and agreat part of 
his Seed, did taſte of Death before Chriſt : for which cauſe, He 
with Them may worthyly be reputed the Elder, and Chriſt the 
Younger, Yct notwithſtanding, the Elderihip which cometh in 
(on their part) by this way, I will omit : As not being a thing 
expedient for the bulineſſe m hand ; for the Elder was to. ſerve 
the Younger. And ſeeing that in the Grave there is no remem- 
brance of the Lord,and in Death there 1sno giving of him thanks, 
why then ſhould I mention the Elderſhip.that Adam, and part of 
his Seed had in Death. Sarely it would be for little purpoſe for 
me, to repute thefn,the Elder to ſerve the Younger, as they are 
the' Elder in, and through Death. And therefore I will (4, I 
nd B 2 cm 6C 


Ads 15.18, 


[12] 


"ſee cauſe) repute then) the Elder to ſerve the Younger, as they | 


were the Elder by coming forth into Being before Chriſt. 
ITY | 


Og 


Cray, II. 


How this Elderſhip of being a-fore Chriſt dath appear to be a 


 perſett ana impregnable Elder foip on their part as 


afore Was noted, 


Snppoſe there is a neceffity lyeth in the way that I ſhould de. 

ſcribe the proper Orbe, where the Elderſhip of eAdaw, and 
part of his Seed, was centered and ſtood as a perfet Elderſhip, 
Andin order totbis give me leave to touch at the purpoſe of 
God, in which the Elder and the Younger were compriſed to- 
gether at once. By this ; me ©) 
I wouldhaveyou to wit, That there was ſuch a infinite and 
incteated prineiple of Wiſdom and capability ;in Ged, that he | 
needednot ( as man) to have one ſeaſon for the reſolving of this 
thing, and another ſeaſonfor the reſolving of that. It is not to 
be thought that God didat one time reſolve to create Mankinde, 
and at another time reſolve to have a Chriſt, for toredeem them 
from the power of the Grave : For had God done thus, the 
Apoſtle would not have ſaid of him : Known wnto God arc all 
his works from the beginning of the World. 

Wherefore I alſo may ſay, that God did at one inſtant reſolye 
or purpoſe the creating of Mankind , and the redeeming of 
them from the power of the Grave, by the death of Chrilt for 
therm. Thus I would have thee, O Man, whoſoever thou art, 
cowit, that m_ yh no —_—_ D) _ and RR - 
inginto the Orbe (if I may fo ſpeak) of t e of God: . 
ker his infinite underſtanding and capability, th extend to 
perfe& and compleate at once, a reſolve or purpoſe containing 


all his Works. And therefore neither Chriſt that redeemed, nor 
 Mankinde that was redeemed, hath, or had any Elderſhip in this 

_ 3 bur we may finde it centered ſome otheryhere ; As 
thus, 


The 


de 


[13] 
The purpoſe of God, which compleateth at one inftant a 
reſolve of what he will do, it is Fall bf order, in reſpet of = 
TP, to paſſe of thoſe rhings contained in the Purpoſe or Re- 
ſolve of God before hand, - As for inſtance: Gods great and 
marvellous work of creating the Heaven and the Earth ; Doubt- 
leſſe, they wereboth at one inſtant, brought within the Orbe of 
the purpoſe of God, for to be created ; yet notwithſtanding in 


Foy this, See 
Gen. 1. 4z#d. 


the bringing to paſſe this paft of his purpoſe, we may underſtand « th-44,4 th 
that there was a great deal of Order or Gradations of time uſed; ws Gove 


For, firſt he Created one, and then the other. Even ſo God, in 
the bringing to pafſe*that part of his purpoſe, wherem Chriſt 
and mankivde was compriſed, ke there alſo uſed much Order,or 
great Gradations of time : For firſt he Created 4dam, and lets 
kim mukiply unto many Generations, and then he ſends forth 
Chriſt, for to be (through Death) the price of Adams redempri- 
out of Death. Now, * . | 

In this Orbe of the Order that God uſed, there was the El- 
derſhip Centered, that Adaws and a great part of his Seed had ; 
yea, here it ſtands, in this Orbe of Order, andiis good and firme 
Blderſhip. 


_ 


Crap, I. 
- Sheweth, What the Ele&1;on 15. 
"AF the Eledion Iam now come to lay down my opinion, 


and that I may ſo do, Iſhall propound, and lay down by 
*way of propoſition, theſe two things following. 


Epiltle to the RomanP, it is a prime and fingular choice of God, 
fixed upon the Man Chriſt Jeſus, who was the younger. . - 
2. This Elefion is a great and univerſallchoiſe of God, fix- 
ed upon Adam, and all his Seed, who with part of his Seed was 
the Elder. | 
As touching the firſt of theſe, give me leave a little to minde 
you of the Lords own teſtimony, given forth to us, by the mouth 
of his Prophet 1/aia# : For God, by him, ſaid of Chriſt Jeſns 
Ts ——oW4 our 


1. The El:&;ox, of which the Apoſtle Pax! did ſpeak in his Rom,g,& 17, 


Iſai. 41, 1. 


Iſai. 28. 16, 


Rs 
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- ar Lord ; Behold by Servant whom I uphold, my Elef, (my 
choſen One). in whom my ſoul delighteth; Here the Lord of 


Lords, and King of Kings, hath ſufficiently evidenced, that Chriſt 


was one {cleQed or choſen by himſelf ; and no wonder that it is 


ſo : For this we muſt grant to be good reaſoning,if we will ſtoop 


. our appetite to cordiall truth : Namely, That that part of the 


purpoſe of God wherein Chriſt was compriſed, for to-be the 
Perſon by whom Mankinde was to be redeemed from the ever- 
laſting power of Death, even it likewiſe did comprehend a deed 
of choice ; the which was fixed and pitcht upon him ; as aſſign- 
ing of him to ſome great and ſingular uſe. And therefore look 
further into the word of the God of Gods, ſpoken unto men 
by the mouth of his Prophet, ſaying, Behold, I lay in Sion for 
a foundation , a ſtone, atricd ſtone, a precious Corner ſtone. 
What thinkeſt thou of this, O man, ? This was that for which 
the Lord God choſe Chriſt. But doſt thou know what the Lord 


God meant, by ſaying, that he laid him for a foundation ? Sure- 
1, he there did manifeſt to men, that he did chuſe Chriſt for a 


oundation ; becauſe he teſtifieth that he (even he himſelf) laid 
him for a foundation. Alſo, doſt thou, O man, perceive what 
a foundation is? Doubtlefle, it is the chief andprincipal peece in 
a Fabrick ; It is the ground or battom-part of all, which is firſt 
laid ; yea it is that which beareth up, and upholdeth all the 
whole Fabrich ; Alſo we may be aflured,. that it is a choice and 
tryed peece : For what Edificer will ſo far forget himſelf, and 
ſleight his own reputation, asnot to chaſe and lay a chief and 


; unparaleld peect for the foundation ; for if the foundation be 


weak, or otherwile faulty, theh the whole Fabrick is in danger of 


falling : and when the fall thereof is come, through the foun- 


dations decay, then doth that which is built upon it ſuffer ioſle 


_  andbreaking : and it alſo begetteth diſer&e to him that laid not 


a better foundation. C 

Now know thou this, O man, that God (as a wiſe Maſter- 
builder } did fix his choice upon one man, unparaleld amongſt all 
the reſt of Mankinde ; and when he had ſo done, he laid him for 


the foundation and botram,on.the which tnen may; have repoſe : | 
For he is the ground for repentance from dead and wan rey 


works ; in the which men do rage and pollute themſclves, This 
: may 
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may look us in the face, and appeare tobe a truth, if ſo be that 
we haye not forgotten that God hath (as it were) made Chriſt 
the open Book, in which he hath written a plain teſtimony of 
| hisgreatlove to the world.' For had he not loved the world, then 
* Would he not have ſent Chriſt forth into the world, to have died 

for the world ; but now he hath ſent him into the world, and 
he according to the will of God hath Died: for- the world ; this 
doth ſufficiently ſhew that- God hath loved the world. 
|  Nowas men have afight and diſcernment: of Chriſt given up 
to Death for them, ſo far is he unto them an evident ground and 

-bottom for them to ſtand on, at the inſtant of their diſliking thoſe 
things, in which the Lord witneſſerh that he taketh no pleaſure. 
For this would be known by us, namely, That there is no man that 
can fal into a diſlike of any thing. but he hath ſome good(or ſeem- 
ing good) groundor bottom to repoſe in, as being a thing which 
doth dictate to him advantage thereby ; even ſo every man that 
doth begin to diſlike the evil of his way to God-ward,even he al- 
ſo hath a bottom or ground for his ſo doing, And ſurely to ſo ma- 
ny of men as are compriſed within the Orbe of the knowledge of 
. Chriſt crucified for them, there can be no other good ground or 
foundation for their turning from an evill way but Chriſt onely ; 
who according to the determinate Counſell and fore-knowledge 
of God, was delivered up to Death for us all. Now in that,that 
God did give Chriſt up to Death for men, he hath there-through 
made Chriſt the foundation of repentance. For minde you, it- 
. was Chriſt dying for ſinners, that they might live, and his ſend- 
ing forth of Spirit (according to the good pleaſure of God ) 
to minde them of what he hath done for them,” that doth (zs an 
efficient cauſe) * produce repentance in men, from unprofitable 

. and pernitious demeanours. . And ſeeing that Chriſt, crucified for 
men, doth ( through Divine Natures influence) ſo commend the 
worth of his Death for them, as that it produces in them a: diſ- 
| likeof fin, through their comming to love him that was (lain 
for their ſakes ; thence comes it to paſſe, that Chriſt crucified 
for men, is the foundation of their repentanca | 

Yea, O men, I may be downright plain with you, and tell 
By that ye are fools, when ye lay, or think to lay another, or 


etter foundation for repentance, then that which. is already laid ' 


by 
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by-God himſelf, and that is, Chriſt Jeſus : whom God gave up 
to the death for every man, It is not your ripping up the curſes of 
the Law of Moſes, that can be a cordiall and follid foundation, 
for mens repenting, and turning ir to God. Nay, it is ſo far 
from &ffeRting ſuch a thing as this, that it tendeth.rather co fright 
and drive men away from God : for who wonld not flee from 


' adeyouring fire ? who almoſt would think of a compoſition 


with a roaring Lion ? who wonld think to drink up the Sea,that 
fo it might not drown him > Oh ye drivers of men, oh ye falſe 


| Foundation layers, conſider of theſe things : and be aſhamed 


that' you are found to. lay. one foundation for repentance, and 
God he hath laid another. Are ye ſo fooliſh as to think that your 
devices ſhall abide, and Gods Ordinance that muſt ſtand out ag 
ſuperfluous ? Hath not the great and true God ſaid, that he will 
makea Has, even the Man Chriſt }eſis, more. precious thou 
Gold? Whether aye or no that this teſtimony (given by God is 
found verified tb be true ; that is, and, hath been, largely ſeen in 
the things produced by both, For who. ever did ſee repentance 
from dead works brought forth, by mens thundering and thump- 
mg out the'curſes of Moſes Law: a,thing which was never in- 
tended by God, is this, That the farious part of the -Sin-diſco- 
vering Law ſhould be, in do&rine ox judgement, laid forth to 
Found or beget men into a. repentance -from a vain and wicked 
converſation. And ag it isa thing averſe to the will and ordinati- 
on of God, fo likewiſe it conduces not any thing to' the children 
of men, for the beginning in them anew and ſanRified life : but 


' inſtead thereof itdoth-produce<either diſtraRtion and fear of ha- 


ving any acceſſe to God ;; or elſe a perniciofis- and peremptory 


| purpoſe to perſiſt in, their evill way : and that becauſe (in this 


foundation laid by the Sons. of Thunder) there is not the leaſt 
ground for confidence and hope in God,tonching the extendable- 
nefle of his mercis to them. For as;the Law doth manifeſt, and 
lay ſin open and naked-to.mans underſianding, ſo likewiſe-it:doth 
work and aggravate in:q mans knowledge, the great wrath of 
God againſt cn, for ſivs ſake, which 1s committed by them. 
And therefore I may be permitted:to aver, that the Law of God, 
givewby doſes, is a foundation of fear-and amazemertt to men, 
and nota foundationof repentance. Nay,:ldoe. by 

that 


[17] 
that repentance hath no other originall but the preat love of 
God ; ang ſo therewithall, that T which, and by which the 
love of God is marufelted to men, is alſo repentances originall. 
 Andnow, he whom God hath chicfely, and abundantly mani- 
ited his love to men in, is Chriſt : whom he ſent forth as a + 
So man, to take Adams (in, and our fin upon him,and there- 
ore Die : and fo there-through, break the cords of Death from 
off mankinde, Herein was love, yea, great love : and this love , 
rogether with him, in whom it was manifeſted, it is repentances 
entire Originall, or Foundation. 


Gods great Love unto Men, 
1s Chrift that dy 'd for Sinners : 
If Repentance doth begin, 

From mani-fold Miſdemeanors, 


That which I would note to you (O men) in the next place, 
is to certifie you (as being a further inſight of the EleRion on 
Chriſts part) that Chriſt Jeſus is (according to divine choice in 
Cod) made the Originall, and Foundation of Faith, to all men 
ang compriſed within the orbe of the knowledge of 

ANCE > 

' Now there be many things proper to Faith; as by Faith to be 
received, drunk in, and digeſted m man : forit is the bread of 
God,that came down from Heaven to Earth,and dwelt amongſt 
men. Yea, men ſaw his glory, to be the glory of the onely be- 
gotten of God ; full of grace and truth. Bur me thinks I hear 
ome man ſay nnto me, who is that whom you call the Bread of 
God ? Truely it is the man Chriſt Jeſus, whom the Scriptures 
hath declared to be the onely Son of God, and the. Saviour of the 
World. Yea, it is he in that which he was, is, and is to come, 
that is the verity of peculiar matter for Faith : asby Faith to 
be received, drunk in, and digeſted by men : that ſo they may 
grow up before the Lord, as trees which his own right Hand hath 

nted. 

Pe romaa you have me come to particularize thoſe things pro- 
per toSaith, of the which Faith Chriſt is made the Originall and 
Foundation? why then, let me _ thee, O man, in the vw 
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Iſai. 7. 14, 


£187 
plice, tolooke into the Propheticall part of the Scriptures, and 
there fee what God hath faid; touching the confirmation of His 
Teſtimony to Adam in Ede, and alſo tonching the fulfilling of 
his gracious promiſe to Abram : and when thou haſt ſo done, 
then may thou ſee and{heare, that he hath ſaid, Behold, » V7 
1 ſhall Conceive, and bring forth a Son, ang! ſoall call bs 
Nas Immanuel, | DE 
* What ſhall we ſay now to theſe things, is the 'Mcflias come, 
or is yet to come ? Search and looke'in'the Scriptures of Truth, 
for they do witneſſe that he is come j yea, that he: was born of 
a Virgin, according to Gods premonſtration of him, by the 
mouth of his Prophet 7fziah. Nay moreover, that ht was of 
the Seed of Abram, according to the tenor-of the promiſe of 
God made unto Abram, and ſo reviyed to T/axc and Jacob 
in their Generations. Now foraſmuch as. that there hath been 
ſuch. a very than, as was by God promiſed, to be the. Saviour of 
the world ; thence comes it tor paſſe, that he is thadeand become 
an origfnall and foundation for Faith. For, futcly were not the 
Meſſias come, it would be a hard matter to beleeve, ry 5 = 
God were true ot no : yet if' we wete Is lis Faith« 
fulneſs irr ſucti a day, 'thenthe promiſe of "God; tHzt® woitld-be 
the originall and foundation of our Faith towards God "and 
ths it: was to thoſe holy men: of God, - which filfllled their 
time here on earth , whileſt as Chriſt was nor yet come: But 
now heiscome, he is ſtepr' in, and is become the originaHand 
foundzrrom-'of our faith, -that' have our 'Vegimiing' ahd*cnding 
kere If as the promile Fllled is relfect 16 kisfiſecomiig, 
1\otldnotbe miſ.anderftood in this bufineſſe, for I do fo 
accoutit of the 5 lay or of God; touching Chriſt to'come, and of 
the teſtmony, rhat ſheweth'Chriſt .is come, as that neither the: 
onefior the other wis, and is'diſtint from CE and cond ſo; 
and no otherwiſe, 'be theoriginalf cauſe of Faith: jr the. earth; 
Wherefore if we refle back to the promiſe ofChiift tocome;we 
tay not judge that the promiſe is no more then dead and'carnall 
letters of the Alphabet, diverſely placed and computed into Sylli= 
bles arid Words; No'; but we ought to take that matter tobe the 
prottiife, which is recorded in;and'ts be under{tbod by the tverſa 
placing'& computing of the Alphaber-into Syllables artd T_ 


*. 
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And when we have ſo done, we may then eaſily perceive, that the 
promiſe was ſpirituall and powerfull : for it wasa diſpenſation 
dependent on Chrift, and Chriſt was ig it, in reſpe& to the Di- 
yvineNature, eal-dahe Word, wha did, in-che folnefle 6f -time, 
tek Fleſh itpon tin. Abd he being thus in the Promiſe, was by 
the Promiſe the originall cauſe and foundation of mens belee- - 
ving and waiting for fuck a Saviour, as was Genified in the 
Þrvmiſe; : The like may be averred of the. Teſtimony that is given | 
> come, but Ile amitit :. for that .T judge this ſuf- 
(cient. /: BR OO 13-2, ; 
2, We may take notice, That Chriſt the. Saviour of the 
#orld, he was (to thoſe men that were, and were not again be- Zecha.13, 7, 
fore Chriſts coming) declared to be ove Equall with God : yea, * Genl 26+ 
ohes hitomer acfie tvich-Genhy and. copured che. Wiwid.fw it, BOS Wha 
firſt: fate, and wltthingstherein, bath vijible and.inviſible, * 12" "90 
..-.- Its probable that ſome inefi will dubiouſly judge of this buſi. © 
neffe, and. be more apt to condude\that ir is a meere fantaſie off 
mine, then forward to receiver for a reall and entire truth. But 
tharit may. 2ppeare'to bea propoſall wearing Truths colours I 
fhaltintrear thee, :Q man, . to have a little reſpe& to Ioſes dif- 
covery;and Teſtimony, of this thing :for, loe, he hath plainly ſpo- 
'kerof the plurality in the God-head, as when he wrot, fayihg, — 
And God ſaid, . Let us make man in our own Image, according Gen, 1, 26. 
to our Likeneſs. or | 9 a 
 : Here be'two words which doth ſpecific the plurality, to 
wit, V-and Onr, :- . - _ EE 
-.* Andas tonching:that in which God is plural, I ſhall fay only 
this, namely, It's not to be beleceved that God is plural, as being 
- two manner of ſubſtances : No ; but on the contrary, he is plu- 
.ra in perſonal Exiſtence, of one ang the ſame manner of Eſſence : 
The number 3, is the intire plurality of Gods perſonall Exiſtence. , jp, 7, -. 
Their Titles are, Father, Word and Spirit. Their Offices are with Gen. 22.18, & 
moſt exquifite method atcheeved : For firſt, God the Father he x John 4 14, 
-promiſeth,or rather promiſed, and ſent a Son to be the Saviour of 
the world : And ſecondly, The Word God, as obeying the Will | 
- of God the Father, he cameforth, and did aflume the nature of 
men ; for whichthing, :the wiſe Evangeliſt did repute him, the 
' Word madeFkſh ; yea,becauſe eng to the Will of Go John 1, 4. 
| | 2 ; the 
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Luke 1.35. & man,therefore was he called, he Son of God; yea;T he only begot- 
John 1. 14 1.2, Son of the Father. And alſo, becauſe he fid aſſume the nature 
of men,by conception in the female part of man, to wit, a Virgin, 
Marth. 26, 2.” therefore was he termed, T he Son of Man. Again, Thirdly,God 
John 167.13, the Spirit, he .(as one appointed by the Father and the Word) 
14, 15+ doth come forth, and give underſtanding into the ſpirits of men, 
by bearing evident witneſs of the Myſtery of the Father, and of 

the Word made-Fleſh : Yea,it is Gods office, in this his third per- 

ſonal Exiſtence, to follow man, (as it were to the very heels, } 

Prov, 2.22.23 ſaying, How long, ye ſimple ones, will ye love ſimplicity, and the 
ſcorners delight in their [corning and fools hate knowledg? Turn 

you at my reproof : Behold, 1 will pour out wy Spirit unto you, 

1 will make known my words unto you. Oh that we did more 

- come off from ſelf and vanity, to ſtoop our wills to the will and 

pleaſure of God ; who hath puniſhed our fin upon that body and 


* natureof man, which he himſelf aſumed, by humbling himſelf in 


kis perſonal Exiſtence,called the Word. 

To Epilopgize this point, there is this one thing to be noted, 
namely, That the Word madeFleſh, he is (in mans natare which 
he aſſumed and doth {till retain) the Original and Foundation for 
 affurance to men, that there is three perſonal Exiſtences in the 
* or. a: but God-hcad.and that theſe three are co-eſſential gnd co-eterng}, and 

= that they do cohere in Will * as one. 

: And that this may challenge credence of thee, O man, let me 
intreat you to take knowledg of this, that God's all iz «// to men, 
in way of Mercy and Love, it was in the name (or with a conti- 
nual making mention) of his ſecond perſonal Exiſtence, to be clo- 


thed with mans nature. At what time God did make ſome dif- 


covery of his tender mercy apd love, to fallen man, in Edes : Lo, 
Tg then he did it in the Name of his ſecond perſenall Exiſtence, to be 
Gen. 3. 15, Cothed with mans nature, ſaying, (to the Serpent). The Seed o 
x rpent) « 
the Woran ſoall briſe thy head. Alſo, at what time God d 
make a promiſe of mercy and love, tobe made firm to allmen:; 
Lo, even at that time he did'it im the Name of his ſecond perſo- 


nall Exiſtence, called the Word, which then had not Afumed 


mans Nature, but now he hath done it ; For it was. ſaid to A- 
Gen. 22,18, bram, In thy Steal ull Nations of the carth- (pall be Bleſſea. 


Moreo- 


the Father)did affume(in a moſt wonderful manner )thenature of 


=" 


Es C21) | 

Moreover, at what time God did,in his third perſonall Exiſtence. 
by the mouth of a Prophet, before hand,ſhew unto men,the orear 
vengeance to come on mans Nature, aſſumed by Gods ſecond 
perſonall Exiſtence, Loe, then he ſaid, Awake, awake O ſword, 
againFt my Shepherd, and againſt the man that is my * Fellow, 
Finally, when God, in his ſecond perſonall Exiſtence, kad afſa- 
med or taken upon himſelf mans Nature, and fo the Word was 
made Fleſh, and dwelt amongſt men : Loe, even then, God in 
his third perſonal] Exiſtence, he did afſume the forme of a Dove, 
and with a voice from his-perſonall Exiſtence, called the Father, 
he was, by men, heard to give Teſtimony of his onely begotten 
Son Jeſus, ſaying, T hts is my  ovely begotten Son, is whom I 
am well pleaſed : hear ye him, | 

By theſe things we may perceive, that God's 41/ in All to 
men, and for men, it hath either been done by the Word made 
Fleſh, according to one will in the God-head, or publiſhed in 
the name of the Word made Fleſh, with moſt exquiſite Order 
as ſometime by the firſt perſonall Exiſtence, and ſometime by 
the, Third : yea, moreover, ſometime by both. And foraſmuch 


 a$it is ſo, this (me thinke) doth ſufficiently prove,that the Word 
- made Fleſh, He is the originall and foundation for aſſurance, that 


men may. there-through, without much difficulty, be perſwaded 
of this Truth, to wit, That God is Plurall in perſ@nal Exiſtence, 
but not divers in nature and ſubſtance ;. onely, the ſetond perſo- 
nall Exiſtence in the God- head, he is veſtituted with -mans na- 
ture, now glorified : but this maketh not the ſecond perſonall 
Exiſtence, any whit to be unlike the Firſt or Third perſonal Ex- 
iſtences. | $8 
O ye men, I muſt needs tell you, that amongſt many of you, 
T have found ſome fo far from beleeving this Truth, to wit, The 


Plurality of perſonall Exiſtences in the God-head, that ye have 


forthwith declared, that the God-head could notadmit of a.Plu- 
rality of perſonall Exiſtences. *Tis ſo, you fay : But under fa- 
your, Surely, you forget the words of the Meſſiah , 
who ſaid, With God all things are poſſible. O ye men, doe 
you do well, to eſteem that onely poſſible with God, which 
ſeemeth poſſible ro you ? Oh that you would abandon theſe 
thonghts, and rediite your judgements to taſte and ſavour the 
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ces in the God-head.And to the end that you may ſo do,T ſhal put 
ro your remembrance, the words of the 'Apolile Paw/, who! ſaid, 
What| ever things were Written wfore'ti ves Were 'wretten for 
our learning, that we; through patience and comfort of the Scri- 
prares, might have hope, Oye men, itisnot a little that hath 
been written in the Scriptures'of Truth, concerning the plura- 
lity of perſonall Exiſtences in the G6d-head.. Well, bur the A- 
pollle tells ps, That whatſoever things 'wereqwritten afore time, 
were Writtenfor our learning. Now'itis written;that God [aid, 


| Let us make man in our own Image © ſeeing; that itis thus writ- 


ten in the Scripture of Truth, what elſe is more evident and eafte 
by theſe words to be here known, then this is, that there is a ph- 


* eality in the God-head ;* That God did Will to create man, this is 


a-thins yery evident in the words, for that he faid, Let us le 
341, &nd fo forth. ' Alſo, That there was apluality mthe God- 
head, 'this alſo is as manifeſt as the other ; and the words that 
makes it manifcR, are theſe two, wi, and ovr + They are read 
with tlie other thns, Let Vs make nin in our Image. 'Oye ten, 
'T-do affume the boldneffe ro/tM you; that you do” walke below 
yeaſon, whenas plurall words, by you, are not differenced-from 
fiogular. But you will fay, The wordsare plurall words, and it 
may be thowpht that they doe hold forth a plurality : but that 
this plurality, is a plarality of perſonall Exiſtences in the God- 
head, that is a thing dubious ; becauſe the wordy exprefſe to 
ſuch thing,” Well, you' have ſaid : alfo you ſhall have my #e- 
ply, and:thar4s this ?-As the words doth not exprefle a-plutality 
of perſonall Exiſtences, ſo are they alſo words ſilent on the con- 
trary part, as not, in the leaſt, to deny the plurality; to be a plu- 
rality-6f perſ6nall Extſtences. + Neverthelefle, by the affiftance 
of that which-s othetwhere written in: the Scriptures, T'amn 


able-to judge, chat thisplutality is a phirality of perſonall Exiften- 
ces. And- therefore I befeechyou, -O men, (as you value and 
eſteem Truth above Error) to take good heed to that partof true 
Scriptire, which I'memorated before: rhe words' be theſe fol- 


'' And aſus, When he wat baptized, went wp ſtrafehtway ont of 
the water; and lo, the heavens Wert opened unto him, and he 


ſaw 
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ſaw the Spirit of God deſtending like a dove, and lighted apoit 
hims. And lo, a voyce from Heaven, ſaying, This is my beloved 


S908, in whom I am Well pleaſed, 


% 


. Oyemen ! flow of heart to receive inſtruHon by the Scrip- 


tures, which were written for'our learning; Tell the now, was 
not this an evident and phin diſcovery of thethree perſonal Ex-= 
iſtences in the God-head > Surely, God wonld not have adiit- 
tegof ſuch an apparition as this was, had there not been, of 
himſelf, three bodily and perſonall Exiſtences ; For, behold, that 
which deſcended im the forri'of 4 Dove was one perſon, yea, I 
may fay, that the forrm, becauſe it was viſible, ir did plainly Gg- 
nifie to men, that it was one perſori arid corporal Exiſtence of the 
God-head, Alfo, The voyce, which at the fame time came down 
from Heaven, thar likewiſe did dearly ſhew ro men, that there 
was a'ſecond perſon « for a yoyct cantiot proceed from nothing; 
Likewile, the Spirit by deſcending upbri Gterſt, and the voyee 
fromthe Father, touchitig his wetl-pleafeddels in him, they did 
ſufficiently: ſhew that there was yeſtiturted with mans Nature one 
which had not his equal antongſt Angels or men ; for never, 
ſince the wortd:began; was irknown that God ſaid toany An- 
gd, Thou art 'my beloved Sou gn hon? I am well pleaſed;Now if 
rhiis be a rhing too'dignitions fot Angels, we may then be aſſured 
 thixt there was, and is, a third perſonal Exiſtence in the Godhead, 
Yea, doubrtefs, weate hereby advertiſed to look at thie third pet- 
ſonal Exiftence of the God-hiead, as being it which did-afſume. 
rttaris Narie, and rherem was officions for the' world, as being 
the Saviour of theworld. And alfo we are'to know! that it wis 
God (i one 6f his perſonalPxiſterices, called the Word): which 
didafſume and animate'a body of mansNiture : and tothis per- 
ſorin onr Nature, the Spirit (who is'the proper third perſon: in 
the Trinity, though otherwiſe noted at this tirhe) -he deſcended 
in te form of {Doh : al{9, the voyee from Heuven (Being the 
voy of thir perſon; called the Father) it gave to that perſon.in 
mansnatore, thetrame Sor; ſaying, This is #y beloved:Son, and 
ſo forth, I told you before how the Word, veſtituted with onr 
Nattre,is a Son of God, or'the onely begotten Son of the Father. 
I'might proceed furthet m minding yo of the truth of Godsper= 
perſonal Exiſtences, I mean, the plurality of his any 'Ex(u 
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ſence: and in order hereunto,it doth require more annotations of 
ſuch Scriptures, as doth evidently ſpeak to this purpoſe, I mean, 
ſuch as have not yet been mentioned : but ſeeing that the truth 
and ſolidiry of this thing, is ſufficiently manifeſted to all thoſe 
that are compriſed within the Orbe of the knowledge of Chriſt, 
F ſhall therefore chuſe to omit, what farther might be ſpoken. 
Indeed there are ſome men, which in time paſt, did attain to 
much knowledge in the myſtery of the Father, of the Word, 
and of the Spirit: but through want of taking heed tothe wiſd8m 
and grace of Cod, made out to themby this plucalities working 
with Order diſtinly, as Father, Son, and Comforter, they have 
been ſo blinded in their underſtandings, that they ſoon began to 
neſtion and deny this plurality of perſonall Exiſtence in the 
| God-head. But as deceivers uſually grow worſe and worſe, ſo 
theſe” ſtood not here long in this blindneſſe, but poſted on into 
2 more crooked and pernicious path of their own fantaſies ; affit- 
ming (as men bewitch)) that there was nothing viſible or invi- 
ſible, but was a part of God. Thus they that once thought there 
was no poſſibility for God to admit of three perſons in his own 
intire ſelf, at length he is fantafied to be all things, and ſo conſe- 
quently do admit of many thouſands of perſons into his own in- 
tire felf. Surely here isa palpable Charger of the Devill in theſe 
imaginations of men,and where his Charafter is, there alſo is his 
Domination : and where his Domination is, there hath he his 
Kingdom: and in his Kingdom there are none that underſtand or 
| ſeekafter God ; therefore is his Kingdom called, a Kingdom of 
Darkneſſe, Oh ye men, to you I ſpeak, who are entred,or are en- 
tring into the Orbe of the knowledg of the myſtery of the Father, 
of the Word, and of the Spirit: take ye much heed to the Dicati- 
on of the gxace and wiſdom of the God- head (which is made out 
of the ſorSof men, in, and through the mighty aft of ſervitude, 
WwhichObd did atchieve for us,in onr nature aſſumed by his ſecond 
Perſon) leaſt that ye fall from the right way, and be ſnared in the 
. ſubtilty of thoſe that are $kilfull to deceive, in turning away the 
ſimple from beleeving' the truth ; through their allegorizing! of 
plain words in Scripture, the have precipitated many Stars from 
the Orbe of light, tothatof Darkneſſe,; but I forbeare to lay 
any more of this. ER ER 1g 
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Thar which T ſhallnow, in this third plice, pat to remem- 
brance, is this , That there was, and is in men, a certain kinde of 
motion to that which is oppoſite unto the will of God, and this is 
called ſin ; yea, and becaute it is oppoſite to the will and good 
pleaſure of God, therefore dath Go manifeſt, andpoure out his 
wrath upon men (in ſome nature) whilſt they are here on the 
earth,converſants with difobedient Angels; And alſo,for fin com- 
mittcd by men; God doth, as it were, reſerve for them the dregs 
of the Cup, 'untill the time of the end be come, wherein all (hall 
receive according to their works, now done in their bodies. 

Now, Chriſt he is made to men the ground of * aſſurance, 
touching theſe things,:o wit, that there is {in in the world of man- 
Kinde, and that God doth hare it, even to the puniſhing of man 
for it, to whom it is not remitted ; for that they do perſiſt in 
that which they know is oppoſite to his holy will : and ſo are 


never found to yceld themſelves to be the Lords, in adherence 


to his teachings ; which are evidently and lively put forth to 
them, in his muctrgrace extended to them, and to all men. 

. Bat che Queſtion will be. | 

; How was Chriſt made to men the ground of aflurance for 
ny. 

The Anſwer is. 

For as much as it was a mutuall agreement in the whole God- 
head, thatzzthar perſon, called the Father, ſhould (as it were) 
have the preeminence, as to ſend the Second perſon, cal- 
kd the Word, to take mans Nature upon himſelf ; and upon that 
Nature to ſuffer tortures, and great Agony for Adams fin,(which, 
asSLeaven,*propagated throughout the whole lump of mankinde, 
and they became guilty : but it was imputed to Chriſt, and he, 
not. for. himſelf, but for ug all, upon mans Nature, did beare the 
heavy weigh of the Fathers wrath, and juſt judgement, againſt 
fin and ſinners ; Here Chriſt now lyeth, being ſo laid and ap- 
pointed by the Father, and is-the Foundation or ground-peece 
for mens being aſſured that there was, and is finng in the world ; 
and that God doth diſ-approve of it, and of any man in it-: and 
that his anger ſhall undoubtedly prove hot againſt them one day, 
raat now laugh when they heare ſuch a thing as fin ſpoken of. 
- Bat what ſaith Chriſt the Foundation 2 Loe, he ſaid, If theſe 
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things be done in a green tree, what ſhall be done in the dry ? "Its 
as mach as if Chriſt had plainly ſaid, If I that have done no fin, 
muſt not be exempted from the jadgement and heavy burthen 
of the wrath of the Almighty, becau'e I have, *according: to his 
-will, taken upan me mans Nature, therein to make fatisfaftion 
to Divine juſtice, for the great ſin of the world, called Adams 
offence. If thus it muſt befall me, who am a green tree, or 
- one without fault, in reſpe&t of my ſelf : Oh then, what 
judgement without mercy. hall there goe forth from the 
Father , by me, againſt them that are found in the time of the 
end, to be Dry and unfruitfull trees to God , through a_con- 
tinuall deſpiſing, aud trampling under foot, the Fathers love and 
my-love ; which is wonderfully manifeſted to men, for that the 
burden of the righteous Lord for their fin, was, and islayd upon 
me? and all, this is, that they might be nevertheleſſe ſaved, 
though in Adam they were all made finners,. and fell nader 
deaths 2 
O men, O men, Take ye heed of tindervaluing the death of 
Chriſt for you : for many evill -Spirits doe run' too nd fro in 
the world, and their maine defigne is (by ſubtill and 'pernicious 
Doftrines:) to ſteal away the death of Chriſt out of your Eſti- 
ftimate. And no marvell that they doe thus agitate, becauſe they 
know (or at leaſt, once they did know )-that the death of Chriſt, 
er rather, that Chiriſt ( through his death for the great-fn of the 
world) is made a Foundation, from whence men gather afſure- 
ance, that there is, and was, finne in the world ; and that Gbd 
' isrighteous as well as mercifull ; and will (without reſpe& of 
perſons) wound the hairy ſcalp of him that perfiſts in his Treſpaſ- 
(cs. Now, till. that this foundation doe- remaine in_niens Eſti- 
mate, there is little to be effeRed, as to the perſwading of men, 
that there is no ſin in Gods account, who ſee not aspe fee. This 
is chat maine buſinefle that Diabolicall ſpirits doe hunt after, in 
this preſent Generation ; but let us take heed to the foundation 
which God hath: laid; and there we may gaine affurance of the 
contrary of what is ſuggeſted by them. ; and whar are they.then 


Fourthly, hereunto I ſhall adde ; that Chriſt is (through his 
Death for all)a ground: peece or foundation for Faith in us,touch. 
wp-the love of God to us, En Zens 
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Tremember what the Apoſtle 7ohn ſaid ; In this Was mani- 


feſted the love of God to us; (faid he) becanſe he ſent his onely © John 4, 9. 


begotten Son into the World, that we might live through him. 
Foraſmuch then as Gods fending of Chriſt into the world to de- 
ſtroy death for us, by his own death, was a making wanifeſt 
Gods love to us : So in like manner I may aver, that Chriſt is 
(through his dying for the World } become a foundation for: 
Faith in us, touching the loveof GoJ. For it muſt needs be, 
that our aſſuring our hearts, that God is much in love to ns, it is 
dependent upon him, by, and through whoſe death it was ex- 
prefſed ; and that was Chriſt : and therefore, as the Apoſtle ſaid, 
who is he that condemns, it is Chriſt that dyed 2 So I may ſay, 
who is he that doth queſtion the love of God to the world, hath 
not he ſent his Chriſt (according to promiſe ) to die for it ? need 
there be any thing elſe inquired after, to be a ground of affine- 
ance to us, that God loveth us? ſurely there is nothing elſe ei- 
ther in heaven orearth, that is (to them that are comprehended 
within the orbe of the knowledge of Chriſt) a ground for af- 
| ſirance to them, that God is rich in love to the world, but Chriſt 
alone : whom the Father ſent to ſhed kis bloud, that ſo the 
world might have remiſſion of the firſt and univerſall offence 
that ſprang up in Adam. Yea, as many as know Chriſt, they 
do finde Chrift to be the Fountain-head, for aſſurance of the unt- 
verfality of Jehovahs free grace to all ſorts of men. But indeed 
there are ſomenations of men , whichlive not in ſuch a diſpen- 
ſation as we doe, for the knowing of the truth of God, as it is 
in Jeſus:and therefore fruitfull ſeaſons protracted to them, by the 
appointed courſe of the Sun, that is a certain kind of foundation: 
for aſſurance to them,that God is love. Yet notwithſtanding,that 
love of God to them, 'which appears in fruitful Seaſons, it hath 
its going forth from the fountain-head of the love of God; al- 
though they know not the fountain-head or place thereof. Thus 
Godleaveth not himſelf without witnefle, even amongſt them 
that never yet did know what Chriſt is, or what God hath done 
for them by him. In the fifth place, 

' Here is a further buſineſs to be minded, and that is, That Chriſt 
he is made the Foundation for Faith inus, touching remiſſion of 
fins tous, and granting ns eternal Life there-through : And there- 
fore I ſay, D 2 | It's 
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' It'snot to be thought that God the Father,in ſending theWord 


' to take mans nature upon him, had no further end therein then to 


Deut, 18, 15, 
18,19, 
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which ſeeth the Son, and beleeveth on him may have everlaſting 


aboliſh the firſt death to us by Chriſts deathfor ns ; and thatbe- 
cauſe (though Chriſt hath dyed) and the firſt death by his death 
is tobe done away from all men, whether they! know it or beleeve 
it aye or no, yet we remain in a enmitaþble copdition to God, in 
reſpe& to our diſpoſitien , how it is and may be there between 
God and as.- For let me tell you ; 
 Chriſts dying for the world according to the Will of the Fa- 
ther, that did not exempt us from being toand ſinners in our ſeve- 
ral Generations: No ; for had it been ſo, God mult needs have 
left us without Law by giving Chriſt to dye forus; and then 
where there had been no Law, there conld have beenno tranſgref- 
fion. But God that is immutable in Righteouſneſs,he would not 
(by puniſhing Adams fjh upon Chriſt)leave the ſons of men with- 
out a Law, as though he ſhould approve of them in whatſoever 
they did out of an ungodly diſpoſition which was foreſeen in 
them ; and upon this God the Father did give forth a Law to 
men : 1. It was'given forth in thename of the Word to be made 
Fleſb. 2. It was given forth by the Month of the Word, when ke 
was veſtituted with mans nature... #48 
. Te. It was given forth in the Name of the Word, to be made 
Fleſh ; as-when Aofes ſaid to the children of 1/racl, eA Prophet 
will the Lord your God raiſe up unto you, from the midſt of you, 
like unto megunto him ſhall you hearken. Alſo, God the Father, 
he ſaid unto Moſes touching the people of 1/rael; I will raiſe 
them up a Prophet, from among their Brethren, like unto thee, 
and. Will put my Words in his month, and he foall (peak nnto them 
all that 1 command him; And it ſhall come to paſs, that whoſoe- 
ver will not hearu unto my words, whith he ſhall ſpeak in my 
Now , T Will require it of him. Thus much toucking the 
r RE: \ | 
2. The Law of the Lord, it was given forth by the Mouth of 
the Word in. Fleſh, as-when he ſaid, T hw is the the will of hins 
that ſent me, that of all which he hath given me I ſhould loſe no- 
thing, but ſhould raiſe it up again at the laſt day. Alſo again he 
faid, And this is the will of him that ſent me, that every one 


life, 


ET LEW 
Hi t- and [ will raiſe him np «t the Itit day. © 

That Gods ſending of © $:1t ro dye for the world did not 
exempt chem from being found finness in their diſpoſitio», as 
alſo to the leaving of them withoirt Law thereby ; for this we 
have a {uthcienc proof intheſe words, ſpoken by the Word in 
wars nature ;: And to have a-prompt and unintricate under 
ſtanding of this buſineſs, its beſt for us to come up to the 
words, as they be punctually ſpoken to ſhew, that Chrilts ey- 
ing for the world did not exclude them from being found fin- 
ners {tjll in diſpoſition ; as alfo, - chat they were not left with- 
out Law from God, though the Law of God (given in Mount 
Sinai) were wholy anſwered and fulfilled in the death of Chriſt 
for all men : And therefore we have the words of Chriſt thus 
ſpoken; to wit, T hs is the will of him that ſent me, that of all 
Which he hath given me, I ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe it 
up again at the laſt day. HEHE 
. By Chriſts ſaying, Al-that the Father hath given me, he hath 


Ichn 6, 39, 


put to our. remembrance that which was ſaid of him by the . 


Prophet D avid, .who knew what gift God the Father had for 
Elriſt.z and therefore David ( by the holy Spirit:of God) he 
' did ſpeak theſe words as the' words: of: the 'Father to the Son, 
ſaying, Askof me,and I Will give'thee the heathen for thine inhe- 
ritance, and the uttermoſt parts of the earth for thy poſſeſſion, 

Although the Prophets words here doth not plainly and ful» 
ly ſhew:, that God the Father did giveup fallen man irito 
Chriſts hands ; yet is thert an intimation of ſucha thing,riſing 
out of them. And in the followipg pat of the Pſalm we have 
| it more ſubſtantially exhibited to our underſtandings, as when 
the Prophet did put forth this exhortation.to Kings and |udges 


in the earth,faying, Be wiſe now therefore,Oge Kingszbe inftrutt. Pſal,z 10,11, 


ed,ye Judges of the earth. What to do? ( To Jferve the Lord with 
fear, and (to) rejoyce'With trembling, And whatelſe? (To) 
kiſs the Son,leſt he be angry,and ye(Kings and Judges,notwith- 
ſtanding your Magnificence Jperiſo from the way,When his Wrath 
3s kindled but a little : Bleſſed are all they that put their truft in 
kim. | oP gr 
It's not enoygh. to. know and prove, that God the Father 
at m—_— hach 
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hath given all Nationsof men to Chriſt, but withal to ſearch 


out theend wherefore they were given unto himgand that was, 


*Sec Toh 6.39 That he ſboxld loſe nothing, or not one of them, bxt( *as himſclt 


lohn 6, 39. 


lohns, 49 


faid )/ponld raiſe it up again at the laſt day. And what doth this 
dete& to us, bur this 6nly, 'That it was one of the two main 
things comprehended within the orb of che graciousWil in the. 


Father of our LordJefusChrilt,thatChr.ſt ſhould have all man- 


kind to his truſt, to ranſom them from che power of the grave, 
by laying down his own life at the foot of Divine Juſtice, 
Now the Ranſom by Chriſt was given in unto Divine Juſtice, 
for his life he willingly refigned up according to the will of his 
Father, whoſe Righteouſneſs would not permit mankinds co- 
ming forth of death (brought in upon all men by eHdams of- 
fence)by any other way or means,but by the death ofChrilt for 
all men. And as Chriſt was defign'd to this great work by the 
Father, ſo therewithal it was agreed upon in the Trinity, That 
the Word in Fleſh ſhould (by his individual and equal power 
to the Fathers) himſelf raiſc all the dead, and judg all, and re- 
ward all of them according to their works, which they have 
done here in the body. And of theſe things Chriſt himſelf wit- 
neſſed, whenas he ſaid, the Father raiſeth np the dead, quick- 
weth thew, even ſo the Son quickneth Whom be Will': For the Fa- 
ther: judgeth no man, but hath committed —_ to the 
Son,and fo forth, Thus I have briefly hinted at the firſt main 


»matter of mans ſalvation by Chriſt, according to the gracious 


Will of the Father, of the which Chriſt himſelf did ſpeak, as 
when he ſaid, This 5s the Will of the Father that ſent me, that of 
all which he bath given me, 1 ſhould loſe nothing, but ſhould raiſe 
wh Ae at the laft day. | 

ut again, There is a ſecond, and laſt, main matter touching 
Salvation by Chriſt, according to the gracious Will of God the 
Facher:z 'and of tis alſo Chrilt himſelf id ſpeak, 'as when he 
ſaid the ſecord time, And this is the Will of him that [ent me, 
that every one which ſeeth the Son, and belicverh on him, may 
have everlaſting life, and I Will raiſe him'up at the laſt day. 

If wewill thimk,thac Chriſts dying for the world did exclude 
it f;om being found finful in diſpoſition (till, (as if nothing by 
them can be. now done contrary to the Will of God, fo as to 
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procure to themſclves a ſecond death, ) then have ye ca't aſide 
the-trve words of Chriſt, who infallibly was acquainted with 
the Will and Law of the Father, which is now ex:ant over all 
thoſe men that comprehended are in the Orb of the knowing 
of Chrit,and what the Father by him hath done for the world 
of mankind ; And therefore Chriſt faid. That the Fathers Will 
(which is our Lyw was, that ſo many(or every ene)that ſeeth, 
or have knowledg of the Son, and then beleeveth, or adhereth 
to the Son, even they may, or ſhall have everlaſting life, This 
doth ſufficiently intimate and fic nifie, That God doth judg the 
world to be yet ſinners in diſpoſition, and that becauſe he hath 
made everlalting life conditionally fure to them. And for 


this canſe we may be fare, That the death of Chriſt for all men 


doth extend no further abſolute, for ſaving the world withour 
obedience, then to the ſetting of all men free from the firlt 
deathgbrought in upon all through Adams offence, And if men 
value, and deſire to have the comfortablz enjoyment of the pre- 
fence of God inthe immortality of Being, to which they (hall 
be raiſed ; then they muſt now let the grace of God have its 
perfe& work in them, as tothe purging of fin out of their dif- 
poſition,and ſo adhere and conform to the Son of God,to walk 
as he walked ; and this is to fulfil the Law of the Father , 
NOW extant over all thoſe that are within the Orb of the knows 
ledg of Chrilt crucified for the whole world. 

But now the queſtion will be, 

How is Chriſt the Foundation for Faith in us,touching theſe 
things? | 
' The anſwer is; | | | | 

Thar foraſinuch as the Word, or ſecond Perſon in the God- 
head,did once ( through great Tortures and afflitions from the 
hands of men) lay down his life (or ceaſe to live in mans na» 
rure,and then a very little while after(according to a coherence 
of will in the Trinity ). did (through his individual and equal 


ower with the Fathers) again, aſſume and live in that {ame . 


y and'narure of man; which ke before had laid down in the 
rave) This doth wonderfully and clearly verifie, that that 
which animared' and lived: in- that body was one equal with 


God, and'one in whom the Father was well pleaſed; and __ 
| WuRat-. 


Job N 6, +9, 
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whatſoever God the Father by him had ſpoken and commend. 
ed to the world for true, .was truth infallible, for that it was 
publiſhed by him that is equal to the Father,and have done the 
works that co man can do, And thus 1s Chrilt the Foundation 
for Faith in all them That are admitted into the Orb of the 
glorious knowledg cf God in Chriſt, touching remiſſion of 
fins in us, upon our adhering to the Law of the Father, which 
1s, To conform to Chriſt, in beleeving all that he did for the 
world, and all that he 1s now ta the world. And this tendeth 


 direRly to the renewing of our minds and diſpoſitions, which 
- areotherwiſe enmitable and finful in Gods account, And be. 


ing devotcd to the teachings of the grace of God by Chrilt, 
ſa as to come up to the fulfilling of the Law of the Father, our 
aſſurance (thac Chriſt is the Foundation of ) is this, That we 
are accepted with the Father, as to the paſſing over what was 
found in us contrary to his Will in times paſt, through the 
patience and long: ſuffering of God to us, and that we have e- 
ternal Life ſure to us in this way of the Lord. For what Chriſt 
faid is true, and lo it is, Thi the Will of God, that every one 
which ſeath the Son, and believeth on him, may have everlaſting 
life, and, ſaid Chriſt, Wl raiſe bim up (out of death) at the 
laft days Bee RE | 

To this I might annex this one thing more, That Chriſt he 
is becoine, through his RelurreRion from death, a Founda- 
tion for aſſurance tous ; Thar there ſhall be, in due time, a 
total ReſurreQion of all ſorts and degrees of men, for whom 
Chriſt dyed, and that they ſhall be judged by him that dyed 
for them. But,that1 may not be too tedious, l will omit what 
farther might be exhibited to my fellow Creatures, even man- 
kind, for whom Chriſt dyed, * ET 0 


Cuar., IV. 
| The ſecond Part of the Eleftion Diſcovered. 
Hs briefely deſcribed the EleQjon, or, choice of God, 
4.4 on Chtiſts part, Icome, now. tg it, as "tis fixed and ſet 
| |  vpon 
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upon mankind. - Arid that brevity may be here uſed alſo, I ſhall 
compute the whole matter into this one Propoſition, to wit : 
God hach choſen; and intended all men to be ſaved, through obe- 
ence, yeelding unto his will and glorious Majeſty ; according 
to that meaſure of knowledge of himſelfe, which he hath and 
ſhallextend to all Nations and generationsof men. 


- Now, if God permit, 'I will (as bricfely as may be with con- 


veniency).go through with the explanation of the whole matter, 


that is comprehended in this propoſition. And therefore, in the 
firſt place, I will thee to note this one thing, O' man. Namely, 
'that there be two manner of Salvations, proper from God to 
"men ; The firſt is, The redeeming of all men from the power of 
the grave, by the death of Chriſt for them , wichont any reſpe& 
to mans obedience unto God ; ſo as that they ſhould have their 
part therein,upon condition of yeelding up to the will of the AL 
mighty. This ſalvation, I ſay, ſtandeth not upon any conditions 
of obedience from men to God, No : For it ſhall bz extended to 
all men, whether or no, that they be found in this life, to follow 
the Lamb of Ge, in righteouſneſs and trne holyneſs. | 
_ Laſtly, the ſecond manner of ſalvation , is this : to wit : Gods 
admitting of the creature, Man, into the full enjoyment of his 
glorious and everlaſting conſolatory preſence, in the immortality 
of Being, to which all men ſhall be raiſed in due time. 
Now this ſalvation, it is abſolute ſure to mankinde,in conditi- 


on of obedience to God, and no otherwiſe. It is not as the firſt 


is, No : for that (as I faid before) ſhall be extended to all men, 
whether they doe good or evill : and therefore the Apoſtle ſaid, 
We muſt all appeare before the judgement ſeat of Chriſt, that 
every one may receive the things done in his body, according to 


that he bath done, whether it be good or bad. But as-touching 


* this ſecond falvation, no man (hall be partaker thereof, but 
through kis living unto Ged,. in denying himſelte according to 
| the meaſure of underſtanding and ſpirit, that God doth extend 


2 Cox. 5,19, 


to him : and to this purpoſe Chriſt ſpake, when he ſaid : Th# John 6.40, 


is the will of him that fent me, that every one which ſeeth the 
Son,and beleeveth on bimgnay have everlaſting life and ſo forth. 
Alſo, at another time he ſaid : God ſo loved the world, that he 
ſent his onely begotten Son, that whoſecver beleeveth 5% 
my vO | | ; - 


John 3.16, 


* See Pag. 33, 


- thing : and they are the writings 


poſed any man whachoever, to be excluded from having a _ 


— 
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fbonld not periſ, but have everlaſting life. Gods love was 
ſo the EO at hey ſhould be obaned into his everlaſting 


ng 
favour, and dclight n the Lamb, through their yeelding unto 
his reachings; which come forth to them, in the varieties of mea- 
ſures of knowledge of himſelf, by himfelf fcattered abroad in the 
world : * as was noted before. ey ES 

In the ſecond place, As tonching Gods Willing and intending 
all men to be ſaved, through obedience yeelding unto him ; 1 
may repute it a vaſt miſtake amongſt men, for that that any of us 
are found apt to judge, that God hath willed and intended that 
ſome men ſhall never be admitted mto hiseternall Court of glo- 
ry, and pavilion of inc{timable delight with the Lambe of God, 
without the leaſt refpe& to fin : even as is the purpoſe alone, 
were that only, and alone, cauſe of ther cternall deſtruQton. 
In what they frnde ſach a thing recorded, I knoyy not. 
The Scriptures of the Prophets and Apoltles, witnefſe no fach 
which have deen verified to 
contain infallible Trath. And ſhonld I bar inſert what they fhew 
to the contrary, I ſuppoſe it would be eneugh to make the face of 
this fancaſie tobluth, For behold, The Lord, by the mouth of his 
Pro eſtified, faying, As 1 live, [ have me pleaſare in the death 
of the wicked but that the wicked inrn from his Way and live. 

Oye, that are either willingly, or _— tgnorarice, ont of 
the way, in refpet of your thoughts ! could you indeed ſo nimbly 
fulfill the old Proverb, as To fnmble at « Ew, and leap 0- 
ver 4 block ? Can you pick and haminer at the A 


Deb Lolo poſtles defcri- 
ption Election a 


purpoſe of God, til you haye buile 
(in fantaſie) the je pag of God to a firſt and onely caufe of ſome 
mens perdition, and paſſe over the words of the Lord by his Pro- 
pher, as if they were words of no ſabſtance -or weight ? Bar 
Bay friends, a word, a word with you.” Doth Ged live, or, is 
God a living God 7 Why, will I think, fay yon, that ye are ſo 
vacant of underflanding, #9 to call ther into queſtion? very good, 
you ſay well : and I amglad that you are not flpt into the fnare 
of Satan, fo far, as'to call it into-queſtion. Buc revertheleſfe my 
friends; I have rot done wirh 


'orr for I muſt telſ yon; That fo 
furdy, and truly as God kverk, is a 


, is it that he willed nor, nor pur- 


A 
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 froninhis heavenly place with Chrift, but pon their refuſall of * 


kving unto God, according to what was extended to them for the 
knowing of him, and adhering to his will and good pleaſure. 
Yea, thus it is ; for behold, the Prophet tcſtified, ſaying, 4s 7 
live, ſaith the Lord (or as true as it 1s that I live)7 have no plea- 
ſrrre in the death of the Wicked, Bur you will ſay, that Ged 
may wall it,and _ it,and yet not take pleaſure in it neither. 
grant that God did purpoſe and will, even of old, before the hea- 
Heavens were, that tribulation and wrath, a caſting out from the 
glorious and conſglatory injoyment of the preſence of God, and 
the Lamb for ever, ſhould be the portion of all thoſe men, that 
 wouldnot hearken unto his counſels, ſo asnot to walk in righte- 
- ouſnefſe and holineſſe before the Majeſty on high, Bur that God 
inthe leait did will or purpoſe any man to deftruion, without 
this reſpe& to their fin, which is converted to be the efficient 
cauſe of their perdition,that is altogether denyed in the Prophets 
annexed words, to wit, þ#t that the wicked turn from his way, 


od live. Thisis that that the Lord doth freely will ; Therfore Exc 23.11 


it wasfurther faid, 7 ar» ye, turn ye, why will ye dye ? Allo, 
Friends and fellow-creatures, that you may have another Scrip- 
enre to witnefſe to you; that God doth will and intend all mento 


Ezck.z3.11, 


be ſaved, I ſhall onely annex the Apoſtle Pa»ls bare and naked ___- 
wards, to this which I have now ſpoken, to wit, I exhort thove=” 


Fore ({aid he) that firſt of all, Supphication, Prayers, Interce/- 
fions, and giving of thanks be made for all men : For Kings, 
and for all that are in* Anthority that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godlineſs and honeſty. For this is good in the 
fight of God our Saviour. ho will have all men to be ſaved,and 
to come nvuto the pe gn. 8 of the truth. +; 
In the next place, the queſtion will be. | 

\ If itbe thns, that God willeth and intendeth that all men 
ſhould be ſaved, how comes it about that allare not ſaved ? 
. The Anſwer i. 
That weought not to judge the Almighty to be, God, and 
Creature alſo. My meaning 1s: it's Gods impregnable propriety, 
to wil and appoint unto Man what he ſhall do ; (and there- 
fore he doth will and appoint him to be ſaved, through adhering 
to his divine Teaching, and conforming to his righteous and holy 


_ 
£ 
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1 Iim.a,2, 
3» 4+ 


2 like- 


—_——— 
ECO - 


— = 
— _—_ 


—— 
—_—_—_ dB Seat 


_ p— > ——_—_ ——— —— 
 — jynn— porno 
nt ge———_—_——_—_ — 


OC ee 4 —— 
— m—_ 

-— — wn a 
CN EC CO EIEEs 


—— _ 
1 I —_ 

as TR ens + 

_ eta <a 


* ne 
Vkenefſe. ) But it is Mans right to obey : Yea, God doth acconnt 
it ſo : And therefore he willnot fruſtrate this their right, by pur- 
ing his own power ſo far forth, as that that ſhould bow them to 
conformity unto him, whether they will it or no. And hence it is 
that all men are not ſaved, though God willed and intended that 
they ſhould be ſaved. ” | | 
Truly Friends, and fellow- Creatures, if we judge that God 
cannot will or intend men to any thing, but forthwiththey muſt 
by vertue of the ſame will, bamounted pon it ; loe, we do no 
better then repute God the Author of, or at leaſtwiſe, a conniver 
at all the unrighteoſunes that is'in the whole world.For mind you, 
 F it maſt be thought that Gods willing and intending of men to 
to this or that, doth (by vertue of the ſame will and incendment) 
forthwith mount themro the injoyment thereof ; then I doe af- 
fare you thus much by the way, that it is a very queſtionable bu- 
fineſs, whether or no that it hath been,and is the will of God, that 
men ſhonld not worſhip graven images, as Gods, by whom they 
live, move, and have their being : that men ſhould not murther 
and devour each the other : that men ſhonld not commit forni- 
cation and theft ; that men ſhould not inflame rhemſelves with 
the immoderate uſe of the Creature : that men ſhould not ſab- 
vert judgment for love of a reward, and ell the oppreſſed for a 
peece of bread : that men ſhould not let out themſelves to all that 
their hearts laſteth after. I fay, it is very queſtionable whether 
or no, that God doth will men to abſtain from any of theſe 
things : And why 2 even becauſe all men ſometimes, and ſome 
menever live tn-theſe things. Whereas if it were the will of God 
- that men ſhould otherwiſe walk, by the vertue of that his will 
then, they ſhould be <clevated our of this way, andput into that 
— of walking, which is well. pleaſing to the Lord God of 
ods. - . | 
O my Friends,and fellow creatures!. It's not your ſtraining at'a 
Gnat, and ſwallowing a Camell, that will be exceptable with 
God , or profitable to men. You 'would ſeeme to: give glo- 
ry to God, ' through repating his will. and intendment for 
the ſaving of mankind, to have preſentand abſolute power in it, 
for to elevate them into the enioyment of that whereto God had 
wiled and intended them ;. and in the mean time you charge 


God 


! 


037] 
God fooliſhly ; by not letting to infer, that God doth not wif 
or intend, that men ſhould abſtaine from any of thoſe forenamed 
evils, becauſe that they continue to live, and walk in them, O ye 
men,Is this good reaſoning think you ? Truely, as well may I af- 


firme the larter, as you the firſt. But under favour, it is weakneſs 


in you to judge, that Godcannot will and intend men (yea all 
men) to be ſaved through obedience yeelding unto him ; bur 
forthwith they mult, by vertue and power in the ſame will ani 
intendment, be promoted to the enjoyment of that whereto they 
were willed and appointed by the Lord. Alſc,it were a great ab- 
{urdity in me, to beleeve that true which 1s in the inference : but 
nevertheleſle, I thought it expedient to be mentioned ; for where 
one error ſprings up, even there another will follow. And com- 


monly that which comes forth in the ſequell place, is more Dia- 


bolicall and Prodigious, then that which is in the firſt, 

In the fourth placethe queſtion will be. 

Why doth God,in order to mens partaking of the ſecond man- 
ner of ſalvation,cnjoyn them to be obedient to himſelf ? 

__ The Anſwers, | 
 Tr'snota thing congruent with the everlaſting righteouſneſs of 
God, to make a cloſe with unrighteous and nnholy men, in their 
unrighteous and impure converſation ;. but if it were ſo,that God 
ſhould ſhew himſelf willing to admit mankind into his everlaſting 
habitation of glory and eternall delight with the Lamb, whether 
aye or no that they were renewed and become holy in the ſpirit of 
their minds : Truely it would be a great inducement to:us, for to 
judge and fantaſie that there is nothing which-men doe, that is,or 
cart be oppoſite to the will and nature of the Almighty ; for who 
would think that fire and water can agree together.. So likewiſe, 
if, (may we think) God bein-will and nature contrary to man, in 
all that he ſctteth his heart and hand unte:2 How is it then that he 
doth admir al into his-glory8delight,upon any terms whatſoever. 
 O Men, and fellow-Creatures, if ,you-be ſo fooliſh. as to per- 
ſwade your ſelves, that God-doth, er will.admir men to the e- 
ternall orbe of his exceeding glorious and: comfortable preſence, 
whether aye or no that they have reſpe&t to the Law of the Lord, 
to will and to walk as they have him for a pattern : Truely, you: 
may be. found in ſo thinking, to "oy at mercy.in Goa, but m_ 
SOR 3 by 1% 
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the view of the righteouſneſs and holineſs of the Lord ; who 
hath Cid, that he will wound the head of his enemies, even the 
hairy ſcalp of him chat perfiſteth in his creſpaſſes. Oh be not de. 
k Dich, 5:66 ceived 1 neither Fornicators, nor Idolaters, nor Adulterers, nor 
ROY OE Effeminate,nor abulers of themſclves with mankind,nor Thieves, 
nor Covetous, nor Drunkards, nor Revilers, nor Extortioners, 

* (hallinherite the Kingdome of God. And why ? O men, righte- 
ouſneſs hath no communion with unrighteouſneſs, no more then 
light hath with darkenefs. | 

 Inthefifth place, the queltzon will be. 

Is it an equal and righteous thing with God,to enjoyn men any 
part of ſervice to himſelf, when as it is teſtified, that we are not of 
our ſelves able to. think a good thought ? 

The anſwer 1s, 

Mart.25.45, !7 Come withme,O men, to the parable which Chriſt did frame, 
39. touching the five, two, and one Talents given to three ſervants ; 
for from thence we may perceive how equal and righteons a thing 
« it is, that God ſhould enjoyn men a part of ſervice and obedience 
to himſelf, co - 
' Now one he had fiveTalents given him,a econd two third one, 
The ſervants here ſpoken of in the Parable is all mankind, 
The Talents given out to mankind, was differing meaſures of 
the knowledg of the Majelty on high. op 
- - He that gave theſe Talents nnto men was the Lord God Al- 
wighty, who,in divers meaſures and manners,js pleaſed to unco- 
yer: himſelf to the capacity of all men in the world. To ſome he 
| hath uncovered himfclf in his three perſonal Exiſtence, by his al- 
{uwing mans nature upon his ſecond perſon, called the Word. By 
this was.there a clear diſcovery made of the infinite love of God 
t9 the world ; yea, here it was that God gave ſome men know- 
tedg of _— Salvation,to-come upon all the worldin due time; 
I mean,the Reſurreftion of all the dead. Alſo, To ſomeNations 


of men God is pleaſed to uncover himſdf to be an inviſible E(- 
ſence,wonderful in Goodneſs, Wiſdom and Power : And that by 
Which he 1s. thus uncovered to men, is the great Fertility of the 
earth, which is brought forth-ro them abundantly by the appoint - 
ed-courſe of the Son;yea,this:is the Book'and Witneſs of the Lord 

them, by. which they may know him'according tothe 
eacaſure of one Talcnt, OE O 


[39] 
O men, lt me a little queſtion yon about this buſineſs : What 7 
ſhall we now eſteem our God a hard Maſter or Lord: over all 
men > What ? ſhall we fay (with hin chat hid his Talent) the 
Lord will reap where he hach not fown,and he will gather where 
he hach not ſcattered ? O what a preac evil ſpeaking of God 
would this be, and that altogether falſly roo | For behoid, he gi» 
veth to ſome how to know his great Salvation by Chriſt, and 
therewithal they do ſee his great love to them and to the world, 
and with this his ſplendent Righteouſneſs, that doth glitter and 
ſhine to them, through the death of Chriſt for our ſfinnes ſake ; 
yea, in the viewing and knowing theſe things, men cannor bur 
meet with abundance of Spirit from God ; and by this their 
weak ahility is ſo far ttengthened,that it is eafie for them to move 
out of their nnholy and unrighteons ways into the path of hdli- 
neſs and righteouſneſs, where Chriſt our Lord walked before us; 
and was appointed by the Father to be a pattern to us, that we, 
following his ſteps, ſhould partake of his glory with the Father, 
and fo efeape from wrath to come upon the ungodly,and no other 
way to have eternal Life bur this. O men, . and fellow Creatures, 
forbear, forbear your thoughts of Gods inequal dealing with us 
and all men, for his ways and dealings are full of equity ; There is 
nothing that he impoſeth upon us to do, but to live unto himas 
we have Chriſt for our pattern, and this we may eaſily atchieve 
through the aſſiſtance of his Grace and Sprrit, which doth often 
ſolicitate at our hearts. But whoſoever will refiſt and perſiſt to 
follow lying vanitics, even he it ts that doth forfake his own mer- 
cies; and when the day of Salyation is expired, thert have they 
put themſelves off from eternal life,8ſo they have reprobated and 
calt away themſelves; yea,theythemſelves do reprobate and caſt a- 
way themſelves,by perſiſting in an ungodly walking in the time of 
the patience and long-ſuffering of God, wherem he'waited that 
they might be ſaved, through turning in to be obedient ro-theWill 
of the Lord. But when God ſhall for this cauſe give men up to. 
the courſe of their own reprobated mind, to the end that they 
might pexiſh,for that they choſe the parhs of death, and walked int 
them, even to theflighting and reſiſting of the Graeeand Spirit of 
the Lord, Oh for this now, let not God be blamed by any of you, 
O men; as if he had been the efficient cauſe of their = 
2 ' 
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See Verſe 13. 
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by will Fe)? inlet them thereunto- any other way, then 


but meerly and ſingly for their difobedience ſake: And thus it be- 
hoveth us to know that God ſaycth through obedience, and de- 
froyeth becauſe of diſobedience: And according to. this tighte- 
ons Judament'God doth fave and deftroy, even of thoſe Nations 
of men, to whomhe doth'extend the knowledgof. himſelf, in z 


. 


little meaſure,cven as one Talent. | 
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FHc Epilogue and Concluſion of the whole matter doth now come to 
hand ; for behold, the Apoſtles words were thus, That the purpoſe of 
God actording to eleffian might ſtand, not of works, but of bim that calleth, it 
was ſaid unto Rebecca; The Elder ſhall ſerve the Young(r. 
' Now. what the Elder and the Younger was in the ſpiritual ahd chief 
ſence thac 1 did ar firſt deſcribe ; burthe Types was Facob and Eſas. 
* Alſo,what the EleQion is to thar 1 have likewiſe ſpoken. But as touch- 
ing the purpoſe of God, 1 ſhall only ſay, Thar.ic was a full and perfe& 
intendment in him before the werld was, how and by what means he 
would ſhew forth his love to men, and thereupon ſhew- man the way - 


that he ſhould walk in, and'ſo be commed worthy enter into the King- 


dom of eternal Glory ,uw great Conſolation with Ged in the Heaven * 
Heavens, Now was if the intcadment of: God before the world was, 
Thatthe man Chriſt Jeſus -(of whom 7acob was a Type) fhould (as it 
were in the endot the repel) come forth,and-dye for the world, of whom 
Eſau was a Type, And alt ough Chriſt did (according tothe Will of 
God) come forth as a Servant to the world, yetthe purpoſe of God was, 
chat he ſhould have the preheminence in rhe conclufion ;, for thar it was 
Mm the intendmentr of the Almighty, to except no man (that was compree 
henced.in the Orb of the knowledg of C|.riſt) bur, in and through his be= 
keying in,adhering ro,and henering of rhis lame leſus witneſled of ia the 
the Scriptures. Ws | 

" And now, that this intendment of the lord God might remain ſure, or 
Kand fiedfakh in a ſphere of free grace, and nor in or upon the works of 
the Law giyen in Mount Sinai. Alſo, Thar in its ſure ſtanding, it might 
appear linked in congruity and oneneſs with the eleQion, on Chriſts. 
parr,and on mankinds part ; Behold, therefgre it was ſaid to Rebecca, The 
Elder (ball ſerve the Younger, And feraſmuch as that God did declare this 
co her, be ore ſuch rime arthat the Types did come forth inro viſible Be- 
ing; thereby God did intimace that i was inthis intendment before mans 
FAl.that all men ſhon}d net everlaſingly perifh in and throygh 4dars 


_ tranſpreflion 3 _byrif they ſo periſhed any of them, ir ſhould be becauſe 


of their refuſing to fulfil the Will and Intendment of God, that is and 
was linked into oneneSs with the EleRion it ſelf, 
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by willing or intemding of them thereunto any other way, then 
but meerly and ſingly for their diſobedience fake. And thus it be- 
hoveth us to know that God ſaycth through obedience, and de- 
firoyeth becauſe of diſobedience: And according to this righte- 
ous Judgment God doth fave and deſtroy, even of thoſe Nations 


of men, to whom he doth extend the knowledg of himſelf, in a 
little meaſure,even as one Talent. 


t— 
ED ——————— 


———_— 


CHap. Ve . 


He Epilogue and Concluſion of the whole matter doth now come to 
hand ; for behold, the Apoſtles words were thus, That the purpoſe of 
God according to eleftion might ſtand, not of works, but of him that calleth, :t 
was ſaid unto Rebecca, The Elder ſhall ſerve the Younger, 
| Now, what the Elder and the Younger was in the ſpiritual and chief 
ſence that I did ar firſt deſcribe ; butthe Types was Facob and Eſas. 

Alſo,whar the EleRion 15,to that 7 have likewiſe ſpoken. But as touch- 
ing the purpoſe of God, I ſhall only ſay, Thar ic was a full and perfeR 
intendment in him before the werld was, how and by what means he 
would ſhew forth his love to men, and thereupun thew man the way ' 
that he ſhould walk in, and ſo be conmed worthy-to enter into the King- 
dom of eternal Glory,and great Conſolation with Ged in the Heaven of 
Heavens, - Now it was in the intendment of God before the world was 
That the man Chriſt Jeſus (ef whom Zaceb was a Type) fhuuld (as it 
were in the end of the world) come forth,and dye for the world, of whom 
Eſau was a Type, And although Chriſt did (according tothe Will of 
God) come forth as a Servant to the world, yetthe purpoſe of God was, 
that he ſhould have the preheminence in the conclufion ; for thar ir was 
im the intendment of the Almighty, to except no man (that was compree 
henaed in the Orb of the knowledg of C|.riſt) bur in and through his be= 
leving in,adhering to,and henering of this lame leſus witnefled of in the 
the Scriptures. ; 

And now, that this intendment of the [ord God might remain ſure, or 
Kand ftedfaſt in a ſphere of free grace, and nor in or upon the works of 


3 


the Law given in Mount Sinai. Alſo, Thar in its ſure ſtanding, ir might 


appear linked in congruity and oneneſs with the cleaion on Chriſts 
part,and on mankinds part; Behold,theretore it was faid ro Rebecca, The 
E lder pal ſerve the Younger, And foraſmuch as that God did declare this 
ro her, before ſuch rime as that the Types did come forth into viſible Be- 
ing, thereby God did intinace that it was in his intendment before mans 
Fall, thar all men ſhould net everlaſt ingly perifh in and throygh 4damns 
tranſgreflion ; bur if they ſo periſhed any of them, ir ſhould be becauſe 
of their refuſing to fulfil the Will and Intendment of God, that is and 
was linked into onenels with the EleQion it (elf, 
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